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Sticking Together
Misfortunes come, but bring closeness
by: Robin Castle
The big moment had
come at last! The
competition looked
tough, but the squad
had practiced all week for
this. Just as the girls all ran
out and were ready to show
their stuff, tragedy struck.
Senior Wendy Norman fell,
tearing ligaments in both
knees, which required sur-
gery on one of them.
This was how the varsity
cheerleading squad started
their year. Despite their mis-
fortune, the team came in
second in the camp competi-
tion, which included 20
squads. The camp was held
for four days in August at
Pinellas Park High School,
from 8am. to 4pm. They
learned to work together do-
ing dances, cheers, chants,
stunts, and pyramids. One
varsity cheerleader said,
"All of us became so close
because we worked together
so hard."
To obtain the ability to do
precise cheers and balanced
pyramids, a lot of practice
was required. During sum-
mer, they practiced three to
five days a week for three to
four hours a day. Then dur-
ing football season, practice
was held three days a week,
and during basketball sea-
son, two days, both lasting
one to two hours.
One of the main ingredi-
ents of cheerleading is hav-
ing school spirit. Not only
are they required to put in
hours of practice, but they
were also faithful spirit sis-
ters to the basketball and
football players. They made
candy bags for them, and
also signs to promote the up-
coming games.
Despite the many misfor-
tunate injuries, the squad
learned to depend on each
other, becoming very close.
Kim Fry, the captain,
summed it up by saying,
"I've been cheering since 6th
grade and this is the closest
squad I've ever been in-
volved with. We're more
than just fellow team mem-
bers, we're all close friends!"
Many friendships were made
through cheerleading. Susan Cole-
man helps Melanie Carver wrap her
leg before the Manatee game.
Dedication was required to have a
good cheerleading squad. Captain
Kim Fry and Wendy Norman prac-
tice in the rain during one of their
many after school practices.
At the Pinellas Square Mall com-
petition, the squad performs "Turn
Around", without Jodi Collins, who
had recently been hurt.
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